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Resilient Voices


If I had been born about 70 years earlier, I would be defined as a Mischling of the first degree (Cuban). I could have been one of eleven million obliterated from this earth. I could have been the rotting, stacked corpse in that torn, faded photo. I could have been the pleading child, who screams in desperation as his mother is stripped from his life. Because I am Jewish, I could have been. But because of time, I am not.

I was born in 1991, defined as nothing more than a human being, just as eleven million Jews were born 70 years ago. So why, as human beings, were they desecrated, abused, and stripped of their dignity? Intolerance, lack of knowledge, indifference, and insufficient voices is the answer the world has provided today. We, as a human race, have looked upon these atrocities with shame in our hearts, but yet we still do not stand to stop genocide, combat prejudice, repress discrimination, and raise an army of compassion to defeat violence. Acknowledging the faults of our past can assist in paving our path to the future, but a future free from another Holocaust takes action.

It begins with one person committed to never again. It begins with one voice, just as the Holocaust began. If one voice can lead to indescribable, illogical, incomprehensible acts which millions supported, one voice can certainly be a magnet for the billions more who look to the Holocaust as a lesson for the future: a lesson which should have only needed to be taught once.

Still, unfortunately, we are learning. In Cambodia, 1.7 million have been killed (“The Genocide”). In Bosnia, 200,000 have been brutally murdered (“Bosnia Genocide”). In Rwanda, 800,000 have been taken by machetes and hatred (“Schorn”). In Darfur 400,000 are dead and 2.5 million have fled (“The Genocide in Darfur”). How many Muslims must be killed by Serbs for people to break their indifference? How many Tutsis must be slaughtered by the blood soaked blade of a machete held by a Hutu before mothers and fathers rise as one to prevent genocide? How many promising children must endure the carnage before we recognize “that indifference to the suffering of others is in itself a crime”? (Rosensaft 206). We see the heart-wrenching photos, the bloodshed of hate, the rooted desire to cleanse a country of filth, and the eradication of the human race, yet we do nothing. We are informed. We possess a voice. Silencing ourselves is like personally picking up a machete and stealing the life of an innocent child or dropping Zyklon B into a chamber full of Jews. Silence is the weapon of genocide. Education, voices, and action are the tools to disarm the demented, barbarous, ruthless monsters advocating destructive discrimination of today and the future.

Ignorance of our past will only spill over into our future. It is vital and essential to educate ourselves about the Holocaust. Studying the way Hitler took power, reading the stories of those at concentration camps such as Auschwitz, Bergen-Belson, Dachau, and Warsaw, fumbling over the idea of Jews crammed into cattle cars, comprehending the feeling of a family split apart, smelling the ashes of loved ones burning and watching, defeated, the extermination of friends are all fundamental feelings and paramount events that should not, and hopefully will not, ever slip from our memories.

The moment we allow ourselves to become desensitized to the horrific struggles the world has had to overcome is the moment we allow any victim of genocide to go unnoticed. Remembering the dead is important, but “remembrance without emotion is hollow, and the dead deserve our anguish” (Rosensaft 204). It is left to our generation to educate future generations. Survivors are almost gone. Their past can help our future. Their endeavors and bravery are no longer acquaintances to us, but familiar neighbors aiding our generation in building a future worldwide community absent of genocide. 

Erecting this world from the ashes of the fallen, the corpses of children, the dirt from the beaten path of millions, and the perseverance of Jews, Gypsies, homosexuals, the mentally ill, the physically disabled, and Jehovah’s Witnesses, who fought to stay alive, in hope of exposing the unimaginable acts of malice, is the only way to guarantee another catastrophic event like the Holocaust does not happen. Learning from those who were there to see the detestable acts committed by the human race provides a light to our future: a light so intense and so bright, that no person can let discrimination and the persecution of any human go unseen and unheeded. New generations must commit to memory the inhumanity of the Holocaust so all victims of past genocides can lie in peace knowing that their death, their lesson to humanity, was not in vain and their stories enabled people to discover the impact of powerful voices.

A voice is a weapon. Elie Wiesel knew that when he said, “I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation. We must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.” As students, we can speak out against the racist in the hallway and the bigot in the classroom. We can fight words of prejudice with words of fervor. Our voice is not limited to speech. Letters, signs, t-shirts, personal websites, and newspaper articles are our voice, too. We can write. We can speak. We have an obligation to let our voices be heard in an array of different mediums. In this day and age, we have empowering technology that can transform an article on a website into a call for action capable of empowering millions. Demanding action from our world’s leaders through letters, speaking to a friend about genocide, or publishing an article are all critical steps in assembling the weapon that dismantles genocide.

It is time to end ignorance. It is long past due for the world to remove indifference from their vocabulary. For every homosexual, for every Jew, for every Muslim, for every Christian, for every gypsy, for each and every individual who fell victim to mistakes of the past, there is a voice for them now: a voice screaming with resilience and refusing to ever go silent. I found my voice. Who will your voice speak for?
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