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Nothing But the Truth

We are the human race. As a people, we are trying to learn, achieve, grow, and love. This is why, in education and elsewhere, the truth is essential to our existence. Without truth, we cannot learn new things, we cannot achieve greatness, we cannot grow in honesty and we cannot love what is real. Without growth to our fullest potential, we cannot appreciate one another for the absolute imperfection that is the human race. We are all unique, but we are all human. When the truth behind our people is misconstrued, havoc inevitably ensues.

The genocide of World War II, referred to as the Holocaust, is one of the most potent historical examples of the corruption of truth. Between 1933 and 1945, more than ten million people were left lifeless (Wood). The cause of death? Unruly prejudice and twisted truth. Only through understanding this dreadful event can we finally come to terms with our past as an errant people and stop the dishonesty that continues today. It is imperative that the remembrance, history, and lessons of the Holocaust be passed on to new generations, allowing the fight against injustice, discrimination, and violence to gain greater moral relevance today.

We can remember the Holocaust in many ways. Fortunately, we have access to documents, artifacts, and pictures that can remind us of the events surrounding World War II. Many museums are particularly well-suited for this type of internal reflection. At the Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills, Michigan, there is a darkened room with a solitary spotlight. This light shines on a stack of modest suitcases that once belonged to Jewish prisoners, packed swiftly as their homes were invaded by the Nazis. With clothes, books, and other possessions still intact, these bags remind us of the harsh reality that was the Holocaust. Real people, with real concerns for their well-being, were hauled off. They were never to see their carefully packed luggage again. Vivid examples such as this bring the frightening message of the Holocaust into careful consideration.

Besides these historical objects, we also have people to serve as reminders. The victims of the Holocaust, both deceased and survivors, deserve the utmost respect; they are essential to a complete understanding of the destruction of innocence. These people were mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles, and friends. None was without a story, a dream, a hope to continue living. Each Jewish prisoner was marked with a tattoo, a number that will never be removed from their innocent flesh. As one survivor put it, “Not a day goes by when I am not reminded of my time at the Concentration Camp. This tattoo will always be here” (America's First Freestanding Holocaust Memorial Center). Schools and community centers often ask survivors to relate their experiences to younger generations. Hearing the actual story of a victim is a way to connect emotionally with a tragedy that should have never happened. Their lives were destroyed by half-truths; honesty on the behalf of government and the general public could have saved them.

From careful historical study, it is easy to come to the conclusion that the Holocaust was only possible under specific conditions. A dictator took power, and the power given to that one man was too extensive for him alone. Hitler gained strength through a weakened democracy when the German parliament passed the Enabling Act (Gottfried). Brainwashing, in the form of posters, speeches, and everyday gossip turned Jews from members of common society to, according to Hitler himself, a race of “vermin” (Gottfried). These messages leaked quickly into the attitude of the general public. Shortly after the frightening Kristallnacht, one survivor recalled having her best friend’s mother slam the front door in her face and call her a “bloody Jewish pig” (Wood). This sort of dishonesty and immorality on behalf of the government is what led to falsehood’s twisted popularity.

Since the days of World War II advertising, the influence of media has become a force almost equal in opinionated influence. This control can be dangerous in that it often promotes stereotypes or prejudiced attitudes. All of us need to be aware of the lies we encounter every day. Although we don’t see many posters depicting Jews as fat, ugly, or corrupt anymore, we certainly see uneducated blacks, scantily-clad women, and uptight religious figures in commercials and TV shows (Wood). There is a brighter side, however. The viral media phenomenon has also caught on to the more benevolent side of promoting opinions. To the dismay of many Holocaust deniers, books such as The Diary of Anne Frank and Elie Wiesel’s Night have become popular in their own right. Even the silver screen has gotten in on the action, producing the popular Schindler’s List as a film to reach even greater audiences. This type of attention lets the lessons of the Holocaust penetrate our society, serving as a constant reminder of how the truth can be skewed.

The Holocaust is one of the most well-documented tragedies in the history of mankind, and yet some still deny its existence (Gottfried). They refuse to believe the horrifying stories that survivors tell. In today’s society, full of violent acts and hate crimes, people young and old must remember that the events that took place in Europe all those years ago were not simply ghost stories. Lies were told, and people were killed; there is precise Nazi documentation to prove it (Holocaust denial). As many survivors will try to explain, although the experience was surreal, the events were true, and their consequences devastating. It is important for students today to remember just how frightening the world can become when controlled by a body of lies.

From the time of World War II, Seeking and knowing truth is the way of the scholarly world, and it is imperative that this practice be integrated into schools, both public and private. If students are to be taught the truth, they must also be taught tolerance of race, opinion, and creed. Had the Germans been more tolerant of the Jewish tradition, millions of lives could have been saved. Taking the concept one step further, students can also strive to familiarize themselves with other cultures, seeking first to understand differences before passing any undeserved judgment. Only through coexistence can we begin to find peace.

Through communication across racial and ethnic divides, young people can come to a worldly agreement that all men and women are entitled to the pursuit of happiness without infringing on another’s pursuit of that same happiness. Simply opening pathways of idea exchange could lead to a more relationship between Jews and Christians, Muslims and Buddhists, Black and Whites, Republicans and Democrats. If a common ground cannot be reached, then a simple understanding can certainly put an end to much of the violence between groups that is sadly so abundant today.

      In remembering the Holocaust, we must remember also that the human race has erred before and could go astray again. True understanding of others is a responsibility that lies within each one of us, for the good of mankind and the world that we all share. To prevent problems on a global scale, we must seek what we have always sought: the truth. 
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