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            On July 26, 1984, Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro “dwelled on the Armenian genocide not because it is unique as a flagrant abuse of human rights, but because it is precisely not unique. (Lowry).” The necessity of passing on the remembrance and importance of the Jewish Holocaust to the new generations is reflected in the history of the Armenian Holocaust; the current denials of the World War II Holocaust needs to be taught and paralleled to prejudice, discrimination and violence occurring today to mobilize the unstirred energy and emotions of today’s youth towards their responsibility of remembering. 
            “Who now remembers the Armenians (Fisk)?” An excellent question, since it seems that Hitler was the only person who did. What was it, about that first Holocaust that attracted Hitler? Perhaps it was the fact that the Young Turk Party implemented their genocide as a wartime military operation with their “Butcher Battalions”, the main killer units, comprised of released convicts.   Or it might have been the “death marches,” and the cattle railcars packed to the maximum capacity of Armenians being shipped into Syria with their final destinations being the killing centers in the Syrian Desert; a final destination for those who survived the trip there and hadn’t yet perished of hunger or thirst. In the year 1915, the Armenians had their 3,000 year old heritage and homeland taken from them. The survivors fled to nearby Russia, making up the current Republic of Armenia. In 1922, the sentences against the Young Turks were annulled and the world’s denial of the Armenian’s memories was the most degrading tribulation left. In the 1970s, some Armenian groups went on a campaign of Turkish assassinations, killing at least two dozen diplomats; their irrational actions gave them minimal publicity and a stronger Turkish denial. However, it was the refusal of the United States House and Senate to ratify commemorative resolutions for the Armenian Holocaust, in 1990, that truly demonstrates the necessity of passing on the remembrance and importance of the Holocaust to the new generations (Adailan). The largest catalyst of this necessity being the unfortunate truth that “The repeated denials of these well documented crimes of the Ottoman Turkish regime call to mind the Nazi maxim that a big lie if often repeated becomes truth. Hitler himself cited the Armenian’s massacres as evidence that humanity cares nothing for the murder of a people (Lowry).”
            The evidence that Armenia’s people presented to the world was dismissed, accentuating the fear and fact that a liquidation of a people can, and was, forgotten. What can the families and friends of Jews, and the European civilians, murdered during the World War II Holocaust learn from this? Learn to refute the idea that “In 50 or 100 years, when the Holocaust Myth has met its proper demise, what Revisionists believe today will be standard historical canon from which only cranks and religious zealots will dissent (Hagen).” The Revisionists claim themselves to be Holocaust diminishers, not deniers, yet turn around in the same breath and proclaim that “The Holocaust has become the unifying myth of modern Jewry (Hagen).” Their accreditation towards the idea that no credible evidence is available to prove the existence of gas chambers in the concentration camps come from people like Professor Arno Mayer, a Jewish Princeton historian, who said that “Sources for the study of gas chambers are at once rare and unreliable (Hagen).” In addition to the alarm that the Revisionists trigger is the Institute for Historical Review. The IHR was founded in 1978 as an educational research and publishing center on a non-partisan and non-ideological platform. This enterprise has published several books and essays questioning aspects of the “orthodox Holocaust extermination story, and highlights specific Holocaust exaggerations and falsehoods;” the worst part being that the “IHR publications have devoted considerable attention to this issue because it plays an enormously significant role in the cultural and political life of America and much of the world (About).” The denial that erased the Armenian Holocaust from the world’s memory is already planted and only grows stronger towards its nullification of the Jewish Holocaust as time passes by. The new generations need to be involved and taught the history and lessons because “A world blind to the lessons of history saw them repeated on a wider scale,” and it is humanity’s duty to ensure it doesn’t happen again (Lowry). 
            Despite humanity’s duty, it did and is happening again; the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, where about 800,000 were murdered by the Hutus (Genocide in Rwanda) and the current genocide in Darfur that has already claimed at least 400,000 lives (Genocide in Darfur). The discrimination, violence and prejudice that are found in these past and current events are products of the world’s intolerance. Fear is the root of intolerance; the fear of the unknown. The most proactive thing students can do is to educate themselves, educate their peers and stand up for the defenseless. They must remember that Hitler wasn’t an anomaly, and that a Holocaust will happen again if it is not kept in the world’s mind as of one of the worst embodiments of evil in history, as Armenia can attest to. By educating themselves, students are preparing to fight the prejudice found against the Holocaust and be able to provide strong evidence to doubtful peers. The youth today needs to use their pop culture to reach out to fellow youth; write a song or skit with an underlying meaning, direct a play, paint a picture with tolerance and understanding as the message, or strike up a conversation with the person sitting near; the burden of remembering the Holocaust is on all of the world, all of the youth. That moral responsibility needs to be shared and upheld by all, or it will fail. The most important thing students must do is make sure that an ideology of invincibility, enforced by apathy, doesn’t occur as it did with the German Pastor, Martin Niemoller. Niemoller writes: “They came for the Communists, and I did not object for I was not a communist. Then they came for the socialists and I did not object for I was not a socialist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not object for I was not a Jew. When they came for me, there was no one left to object (Yad).” This quote represents the apathy of the human race.  That apathy is no longer affordable. The youth need to move, and take up the moral responsibility of reminding others that any atrocity is a blemish on humankind; humans can’t pretend to be moral if there are no acts of defense for the defenseless. 
             “Humanity’s failure to remember the genocide of an entire people scarcely 25 years earlier gave Hitler the go ahead to exterminate millions of innocent people (Lowry).” Humanity’s failure needs to be passed on to the new generations along with the history, lessons and importance of remembering the Jewish Holocaust. Today’s youth are the spearheads of and against the prejudice and violence in the world today and can combat it primarily through education and the acceptance of the moral responsibility to “remember that which we would rather choose to forget (Lowry).” 
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