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            On April 13, 2009, Carl Joseph Walker-Hoover, a sixth grade student, hanged himself after enduring months of threats, harassment, and anti-gay slurs. His classmates mocked him, calling him a girl, made fun of the way he dressed, and let him know that gays were not welcome in their midst (Lockette). Carl didn’t even identify as gay, but it didn’t matter because his classmates perceived him as gay. Carl’s mother pleaded with his school to address the bullying, but it was too late (James). They ignored a problem that would lead to the death of a boy who would have turned 12 the following Friday. 

            Hate comes in various forms. From school yard bullying to the systematic murder of a certain group of people, hate spares no one in its quest for dominance. It is the crime against humanity, the architect of genocide, and the perpetuator of violence past, present, and future. During the Holocaust, hate demonstrated to the world what it is capable of in an unimaginable magnitude. It showed us the sick and twisted mentality of a people that it brainwashed and the atrocities that transpired from the ideology of its conquered minds. But it also exposed the consequences of isolationist leaders who could have helped the victims of hate and has allowed us to remember why the history and lessons of the Holocaust must be passed onto future generations and taken seriously.

            In the summer of 1938, the Évian Conference was held in the resort city of Evian, France. It was attended by delegates of 32 countries who were trying to devise a plan to deal with the quarter-million Jews that Hitler had banished from Germany and Austria. “Each delegate rose in turn to express his sympathy for the plight of the Jews. Then each one offered a list of excuses for why his country could not possibly help” (Kallen 11). Great Britain said that it had no room, the United States explained that they could not change their immigration quotas, and Canada said of the Jews, “none was too many” (Kallen 12). They ignored a problem that would lead to the deaths of millions.

            The victims of the Holocaust were left to fend for themselves in what would become the equivalent of a living hell on earth. They were rooted into Hitler’s violent world where they were confined in disease ridden camps and ghettos, subjected to arduous labor and sadistic medical experiments, and tortured. Death would be the final step in Hitler’s strategy for those unable to survive the appalling living conditions or escape. By the time Hitler’s “Final Solution” to the “Jewish problem” was almost achieved, over 11 million had perished, including six million Jews and other groups such as homosexuals, Gypsies, Catholics, and ethnic Poles.

            Following the Holocaust, people said never again. Never again will we ignore the warnings and let such hate and evil destroy the lives of millions. But this promise has been broken numerous times already. Since the end of Nazi Germany’s rule, genocide has taken place in Bosnia, Rwanda, and Sudan with a combined death toll of over one million people (White). Also, the hate of homosexuals, minorities, and the disabled is yet to be fully addressed. Carl’s story is a clear example of this. 

Whether it is the suicide of a child because he was labeled gay or the death of millions of people based on their faith, hate is the cause and people have chosen to ignore it. So it must be our goal to end the complacency of intolerant ideology and the ignorance of each individual person who is drugged with these beliefs. Knowing that the Holocaust started with only one man’s hate, we must not let the past repeat itself, as in the words of the philosopher George Santayana, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Future generations depend on our guidance, and we must lead them in the right direction, so they can mend the promise that past generations have broken.

            For this reason, there are many options that myself and other students should carry out to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination and violence in our world today. Hassan Rasheed, an activist for Students Taking Actions Against Racism, believes that introspective reflection can be a way of reducing hate in your own life, positively impacting yourself and others. “Until you understand where you are coming from, you cannot understand the concerns of another,” says Rasheed (Aldridge). From this, we must practice tolerance and empathy, so we can have a better understanding of peoples’ lives.

            Moreover, we must be willing to converse with people who practice racism and adhere to stereotypes. This is no easy task, but when achieved, we have freed that person’s mind from the same hate that started the Holocaust. It is pertinent to the future of our world to rid our society of hate-ideology that has already caused millions of deaths, so we have to be willing to step out of our comfort zones to confront hate and end the complacency that has caused so much pain already. 

            What we need to do is educate ourselves and others about cultural differences and current worldly events. Rasheed says that “being familiar with current social situations around the world is important to understand people” (Aldridge). This cannot be truer when we look at current genocides. How is someone supposed to converse with a refugee from Sudan when they do not even know of the events taking place in Sudan? When one learns about horrific events around the world, they may want to take action. As more and more people become educated, positive change is able to take place; therefore, hate can possibly be addressed on a revolutionary scale.

In order to educate people, I believe that there should be a mandatory Cultural Awareness class in all high schools. This class would provide students with information regarding world religions, traditions, and cultures. It would also cover the consequences of intolerance such as hate crimes and genocide. Since racism usually stems from family values, I believe that this class could make students aware of the hate they are taught and how it is detrimental to society. If implemented correctly, this class could provide students with a better understanding of those who are different from themselves.

Lastly, we have to remember the capacity of Hate because it has no boundaries. It has traveled across oceans and continents, squeezed the trigger of SS soldiers during the Holocaust, lynched, tarred and feathered the black man, climbed the mountain sides of Bosnia, encrusted the diamonds of Africa with blood and avarice and currently stretches across the vast desserts of Sudan and moves the mouths of those who preach against the acceptance of minorities, homosexuals, and the disabled. 

Though I have personified hate, I suffer no illusions; it is humans who hate. So I leave you with the commandments of historian Yehuda Bauer, “Thou shalt not be a victim, Thou shalt not be a perpetrator, Above all, thou shalt not be a bystander.”

 

