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Protecting the Hunted


“I feel like I am being hunted,” said Samuel Mluge, a Tanzanian albino, to the New York Times this past June (Gettleman 1). Every time Mluge walks the streets of Dar es Salaam, he cannot help but remember that there is a price on his head. Samuel Mluge, however, is not the only one who fears being kidnapped. In Tanzania and many other sub-Saharan countries, dozens of Albino men, women, and children have become victims of the widespread black market for Albino body parts. Each day they fear kidnapping and mutilation, knowing that witch doctors, who use Albino body parts to create potions rumored to make people rich, have put a high price on their skin, bones, and eyes.

I must preface all this by confessing that before reading Jeffrey Gettleman’s article in the New York Times I knew nothing about this atrocity. I consider myself a well-informed citizen. I try to balance CNN and The Economist with ESPN and Facebook, and following current events has become a hobby of mine. As hard as I try, however, too many human rights violations seem to slip under my radar. So when I asked some of my friends about the problem in Tanzania, there responses did not surprise me.

“There are albinos in Africa?”

“I thought Tanzania was in Asia…”

“Really?”

“I had no idea.”

These answers are all too common. Africa’s history has long been ridden with human rights violations. Over the years the sheer numbers have become beyond alarming – 800,000 slaughtered in Rwanda, 200,000 in Burundi, 250,000 in Darfur, and the list goes on (United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s Committee on Conscience: Rwanda Overview). Few people in America, however, realize just how catastrophic these atrocities are, that is if they know about them at all.

Herein lies the reason why we must remember the Holocaust, both its history and its lessons, and pass this knowledge on to future generations. It is all too easy to forget, all too easy to be uninformed than informed. Too many people say “never again” while failing to realize that “again” is happening right now. Too many students do not learn enough about the Holocaust, and too few parents put forth the effort to change this.

As a result, the burden to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination and violence in our world is largely on us, the students. As the next generation, we have the power to bring about change. We can replace misconceptions with the truth and supplant prejudices with reality. Below is a three-step plan I’ve created that we, as students, can follow to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination and violence in our world today.

Step 1: Learn
            The first step to bring about change is education. In order to eradicate discrimination and mitigate violence, we must learn about the conflicts and issues the world faces. As German writer Johann Wolfgang von Goethe aptly said, “there is nothing more frightful than ignorance in action.” The advent of technology and improved communication gives even teenagers access to a wealth of resources. The websites of our country’s various holocaust museums make for a great place to start. The Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center, for instance, provides a section on their website entitled “Holocaust History” where one can learn about the Holocaust through survivor’s reflections and a detailed timeline. Additionally, the Museum has a unique “This Month in Holocaust History” section as well as a “Holocaust Misconceptions” page. Linking history to the future, the Museum provides a “Genocide Today” where one can read about genocides in Cambodia, the Balkans, Rwanda, Darfur and learn how to help stop ongoing genocides. With this knowledge, we can become well-versed in the history of the Holocaust and 20th-century genocides and begin working to spread the truth.

Step 2: Educate and Spread the Truth
After learning about the Holocaust and other genocides, the next step is to educate others and spread the truth. In April 2007, The Pew Research Center conducted a survey comparing Americans’ political knowledge in 1989 and 2007. They concluded that on average we are aware of less. Today, only 69% of Americans can identify the Vice President and 66% their state governor. The survey didn’t ask about genocides and the Holocaust, but one can’t help but think the results wouldn’t have been good. Nonetheless, this ignorance indicates why we have to spread the truth – too much goes on unnoticed.

In Darfur, for instance, perpetrators have claimed deaths have been inadvertent and the treatment of victims has been “excellent” (Stanton 2). These are the age-old excuses of tyrants and mass-murderers, excuses employed by Hitler and the Nazis. As Gregory Stanton of Genocide Watch remarks, “the Sudanese government shows all visitors the same ‘model’ IDP camp, just as the Nazis showed the ICRC Theresienstadt.”

Fighting for the truth is a difficult, but necessary battle. There are a myriad of ways, however, to get the word out. Corinne Gilad and her teacher Sharona Kay formed the organization Triangles of Truth to “raise funds and awareness about the crisis in Darfur, while at the same time honoring victims of the Holocaust” (Committee on Conscience: Triangle for Truth). For each dollar donated, a triangle is purchased that pledges to help the people of Darfur in honor of a specifically named Holocaust victim. The full donation is then forwarded to the Save Darfur Coalition and the Genocide Intervention Network. So far Triangles of Truth has raised over $20,000 dollars.

Similarly, students at The George Washington University founded Banaa.org, a service that “helps match Sudanese survivors of atrocity with scholarship opportunities in the United States” (Committee on Conscience: Banaa.org). After completing their studies, Banaa Scholars often return to Sudan with the skills necessary to tackle the complex conflicts in the region. These initiatives demonstrate how we can work for conflict resolution and help those in need from our very own homes. We can push for International Holocaust Remembrance Day in our schools. We can make sure holocaust and current human rights violations are an integral part of every school’s curriculum. We can make sure change happens.

 Step 3: Keep the Ball Rolling and Stand Up for What is Right
One of the hardest things to remember when working to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination, and violence in our world today is that it’s not a one-time effort. We must be consistent and unflinching in our stand against discrimination in all forms. We can do this by electing officials who will protect unalienable civil liberties and work to fight human rights violations worldwide. We must support organizations that fight for sustainable solutions to conflict and governments that are just and effective.

Ultimately, by learning about the Holocaust we can help prevent future human rights atrocities. Anyone, no matter where they live, can follow the three-step solution outlined above. We live in a time when we, as students, have an unprecedented ability to attain tangible change for the better. All it takes is the will to make a lasting difference.
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