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Remember, Respect, React


 "We in the United States should be all the more thankful for the freedom and religious tolerance we enjoy. And we should always remember the lessons learned from the Holocaust, in hopes we stay vigilant against such inhumanity now and in the future." (Dent)

     Fear of another Holocaust and genocide of the Jewish people, unites my grandparents’ generation to my generation. They remind us of the Jewish anthem "Never Forget," which has survived over and over again during conflicts and difficult times. We have maintained the courage and passion to go on after the Egyptian Exodus, the Spanish Inquisition, and the Diaspora followed by the Russian Pogroms. Although Jews have always been outnumbered, their strength, resourcefulness, and determination have inspired them to survive and overcome the extermination of over six million by the German Nazi’s during World War II. Remaining connected to past generations has helped the Jewish people maintain survivor instincts, which have enabled them to endure and flourish regardless of the obstacles they have faced.

     It is imperative that the lessons and effects of the Holocaust be constantly revitalized and remembered so that this savagery and brutality cannot take hold again. Unfortunately, the inhumanity, which took place during the Holocaust, is re-occurring and emerging in the world today under a new label called "ethnic cleansing" (Pappe). As human beings, it is our duty to speak out for those who cannot speak for themselves. As Jews, we must remember the Holocaust, our history and the lessons learned in order to prevent re-occurrence.

     We must educate the current generation’s non-believers to the atrocities and inhumanity of the Holocaust. We are lucky enough to have not only the Internet, but advanced technology with the capability to capture moments in time with photography and video. Without these advancements during the time of the holocaust, people had to be creative in proving the legitimacy and overall truths of the Holocaust. It was General Dwight D. Eisenhower, who, after witnessing first hand the German brutality and victims of the concentration camps ordered to have as many photographs as possible taken. The commander of the allied forces, and later two terms U.S. President, explained the purpose of so many photographs was "to collect as much proof, films and testimonies because, the day will come when some will say that this never happened" (Steiger). Sixty-four years ago, General Eisenhower realized the importance of evidence as a deterrent to prevent future episodes of genocide from re-occurring.

     Unfortunately, regardless of all the physical evidence and the outcome of the Nuremberg trials, there were and will always be those who sympathized with the Nazis’ denial of wrong doing and the Holocaust "Hoax" (Lipstadt). Those Holocaust deniers felt that "Jews are not victims but victimizers. They stole billions in reparations, destroyed Germany’s good name by spreading the myth of the Holocaust, and won international sympathy because of what they claimed had been done to them" (Lipstadt 23). In 1979 the largest anti-Jewish organization, Liberty Lobby, was founded and although defunct today, there still exists many other hate oriented organizations aimed at persecuting Jews and other ethnic minorities (Cartos).

     Education is the key to remaining on guard. It is everyone’s responsibility to understand how certain conditions and trends can foster environments which allow political movements to develop and attack ethnic or religious groups or entire countries. We must expose ignorance and root out ethnic prejudices rather than sitting idly by and allowing injustice to occur. As individuals, we must to be pro-active and spread awareness of current world conditions such as the ethnic cleansing that is going on right now in Darfur, which has the potential to erupt and be as devastating as the Holocaust. Currently, there are several organizations that are trying to raise awareness and support for the victims of Darfur such as STAND, Save Darfur Coalition, and ENOUGH (Information on Darfur). Students like myself can easily get involved and make a difference by spreading the word to those who are unaware. By utilizing the technological advancements of today’s society, it only takes a click of the mouse to personalize and send a message to one’s congressmen, senators, or others who can pressure and influence President Obama to put a stop to the ethnic cleansing in Darfur.

     Ever since I was a young girl, being Jewish has been an essential part of my life. Because I attended a Jewish Day School through sixth grade, I had the privilege of listening to a myriad of Holocaust survivors speak of their past. Even at a young age I noticed their tattooed arms and saddened eyes. I was always encouraged by the survivors’ few words of wisdom to "never forget," and to pass on their memories to future generations when they no longer could.

     Last year, cognizant of the need to become involved and to enlighten my own peer group, I was instrumental in organizing and establishing an annual Holocaust Remembrance Day at my Episcopal high school. The goal was to educate my classmates and school community about genocide, the Holocaust, and the need for tolerance in our world. For our first year, the committee decided to invite a survivor to speak about his experiences during the Holocaust in the school’s weekly chapel service. This predominantly non-Jewish group was mesmerized by his stories of growing up as a young boy in the ghettos. Afterward, students thanked him for opening up, while teachers approached me and expressed their gratitude for providing a different prospective to our traditional chapel service.

     At this year’s Holocaust Remembrance Day, it will be my turn to convey the atrocities and inhumanity of the Holocaust to fellow students and non-believers. Last summer I had the opportunity to witness first hand the places of evil when I traveled to Poland and the death camps. Nothing that I had previously studied prepared me for the emotional roller coaster I experienced standing in the faux showers at Auschwitz. Memories of the mounds of human hair and piles of discarded clothing will be etched in my being until the day I die. I am passionate about telling my non-Jewish community the truth about what happened as I anticipate my presentation. When I share the images I captured on my camera along with my personal testimony and observations, there will be no room for doubt.

     It was only after personally seeing the death camps that I truly understood why survivors are so adamant about the importance of educating future generations. Although I will be graduating this June, I have an obligation to them to make sure Holocaust Memorial Day continues to be observed. With the help of the United Nations I was able to secure a wonderful documentary, which further discusses the Holocaust in a way that will be understood by both Jews and Non-Jews alike. The film will be shown next year to my high school community to ensure that this annual event remains successful and inspirational for many years to come.
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